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among those who died for their country than among
those who looked on at its death ? If you think that
the Christians will keep their promises, and that you
will find a generous conqueror in the king, you are
mistaken. They thirst for our blood. Death is the
least of the ills that threaten us. The pillage of our
homes, the profanation of our mosques, cruelty to our
wives and children, oppression, injustice, intolerance
and its flames await the cowards who fear a glorious
death, for I swear by Allah I will not endure them."
This speech met no response. The old spirit had
died out of the wealthy and luxurious Granadines, and
they had ceased to think—like their forefathers—that
death in fight with the Giaour was an absolute boon, as
a passport to paradise. Even Mousa's own speech was
the speech of a patriot, but not the speech of one of
the fiery fanatics whom his namesake had led against
Don Rodrigo the Goth. Aggression is easier than
defence, and the Moor was a very different being from
the Arab. There was no assent from any member of
the divan, and, after looking round upon them in vain,
this last of the Moorish captains rose up, left the
' assembly, rode out at the Elvira gate in full armour,
and was never seen again. The surrender then was
agreed upon, and the king and his viziers decided
against taking advantage of the two months' delay, since
it was probable that a popular insurrection might take
place and cut them off from all benefits of the treaty.
So they offered to deliver up the city at the end of
sixty days, and the capitulation was signed by the
sovereigns and the chief nobles of the Cortes.
On the 2nd of July, 1492, Fernando and Isabel put
off the mourning they had been wearing for their son-
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